BUPA Police Email
To: Chief, Contact Officer, and Fiscal Officer
November 2008
Thank you for your participation in the Buckle Up PA program. This year, our Thanksgiving Mobilization will be held from November 17 to December 7, 2008.  Pennsylvania’s goal this year is to raise the state seat belt level from the current rate of 86.3% to a new high of 88.5%. 

The Thanksgiving Seat Belt Mobilization is a part of Operation Safe Holiday, a traffic safety initiative focusing on unsafe driving. The operation runs from November 17, 2008 through January 31, 2009 and will focus on such dangerous driving behavior as: aggressive driving, impaired driving and of course, seat belt use.  

We encourage police departments to focus on areas and activities where seat belt compliance can be most drastically increased:
· Seat belt use can be much lower at night, and fatalities are up to three times higher.  Please consider holding seat belt enforcement activities at night.

· Four demographic groups make up the greatest number of non-belt users – young adults (ages 16-24), males ages 18-34, pick-up truck drivers and nighttime drivers.  Please pay special attention to people in these groups.

· BOLT operations: Combined seat belt and DUI enforcement.

· Zero Tolerance toward non seat belt use. Writing the second seat belt citation may be the only way to convince the remaining 14% of non users to buckle up.
We ask that you garner as much publicity toward your enforcement efforts as you can and to cooperate with your Community Traffic Safety Coordinator and PennDOT Safety Press Officer if planning local media events.  

Information regarding the Thanksgiving Mobilization is available on the Buckle Up PA web site at www.buckleuppa.org.  Also, you will receive an email this week regarding a few changes to the Online Reporting System. Please contact the Buckle Up PA Administrative Office if you have any questions concerning the reporting system. 

Please submit your reimbursement online at the conclusion of your enforcement activities and no later than December 17, 2008. Feel free to contact the Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) in your region or myself with any questions or concerns.

Thank you again for your commitment to reducing traffic fatalities and injuries by enforcing Pennsylvania’s seat belt law.
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Ed Boothman

Pennsylvania Seat Belt Law Enforcement Liaison
