AUTHORIZED VEHICLE GUIDELINES 

FOR CONDUCTING SEAT BELT SURVEY’S

A copy of the above mentioned regulations should be in your possession when you are performing surveys in case you encounter law enforcement officers who are not familiar with the regulations.

The following guidelines are to be used when conducting seat belt surveys. Included is a copy of PA Title 67, Chapter 15. This chapter designates and governs authorized vehicles.

You are being furnished with special equipment to aid in your seatbelt surveys and to comply with state and federal laws regarding working on and along highways.

Revolving Yellow Warning Light:
You are being issued an approved revolving yellow magnetic warning light for placement on your vehicle. Read the manufacturer’s instructions prior to using the light. Also the light must be visible from 360° so it is to be roof top mounted. The area of your roof where your light is to placed must be clean and the magnetic base on the bottom of the light must be clean. Remember the base is magnetic and metallic objects will attach to the base. If an object is attached to the base it will not adhere properly to your roof and may come off while you are driving, also, the item on the base could scratch your car roof so check the base each time you use it. 
If you can safely exit your vehicle away from a traffic lane, you should install and remove the light at your survey location. If you will be close to traffic lanes or high speed roadways, install and remove your light in a safe location prior to reaching your survey location.
Magnetic Vehicle Signs:
You have received 2 magnetic vehicle signs printed “TRAFFIC SURVEY” the signs should be placed on the left and right side of your vehicle when you are conducting a survey. If possible the signs should be placed on the upper half of the drivers and passenger side front doors. The signs will help identify you as an authorized vehicle. This will aid police if they see a vehicle parked or stopped in certain locations and it will also inform motorists that you are authorized to be in that location. If you will be parking or stopping close to travel lanes, place the signs on the vehicle prior to driving to the survey location so you safely apply the signs without exposing yourself to traffic.
Safety Cones:
You are receiving a 36” high safety cone. The Cone should be placed outside of your vehicle when parked in high speed locations or when your vehicle can not be safely positioned off of the roadway. More information on cone use is listed below. 

Safety Vests:
Finally, you are receiving an ANSI Class III approved safety vest. This vest must be worn if you exit your vehicle along a, or near a highway or on or near a bridge or overpass.  If you will exit your vehicle close to a traffic lane, your vest should be on prior to getting out of your vehicle. The vest will make you highly visible and also ease the fears of motorists and others as to why you are there. An example is: if you are conducting a survey from or near an overpass and wearing your vest with the yellow roof light on, and magnetic signs on your vehicle people won’t be alarmed that you might be throwing an object onto traffic from the overpass or a terrorist sabotaging the bridge or overpass.
When you are performing seatbelt surveys you are considered a Type 1 authorized vehicle. You are a type 1 vehicle because you are involved in traffic studies when performing seatbelt surveys. You are only operating an authorized vehicle when you are actually engaged in performing the survey. This includes exiting the roadway to park to begin surveys and entering the roadway after completing the survey.
While engaged in the above activity and operating as an authorized vehicle you may do the following: (see chapter 15.3 Special operator privileges.)

Utilize special median openings on divided highways designed for emergency and authorized vehicles. However you must take precautions to ensure the safety of all motorists and pedestrians when entering, exiting and in the special median openings.
You may drive on highways, or parts thereof closed to the general public for the purpose of conducting the survey, provided it is done in a reasonable and safe manner. An example of this would be a rest area on an interstate highway that is closed and a sign and/or barrier is posted at the entrance to the rest area. If this is the area that you park in to observe traffic while conducting your surveys you may enter this area if it is done in a reasonable and safe manner. Another example would be if a highway has an exit or entrance ramp that is no longer in use and has been posted and marked ROAD CLOSED or other similar postings. You may enter and park in this area as long as you do so in reasonable and safe manner.
If you are in areas such as special median openings, in a close proximity to highway traffic lanes (within 25’) you should use your rooftop revolving yellow light. (The revolving yellow should already be on when exiting and entering the travel portion of the highway from areas such as special median openings).
While using your rooftop revolving yellow light you may also exercise special privileges while performing your surveys. You may Stop, stand and park, irrespective of official signs or of title 75 (the Vehicle Code) if you can do so in a reasonable and safe manner.
An example of this would be: the location where you could park to observe traffic may include a fire hydrant and it is a no parking zone. You may park in the no parking zone provided you are using the revolving rooftop light, the fire hydrant is not being used and you remain with your vehicle so you could move it in a fire emergency. As soon as you complete your survey you should remove from the no parking area in a safe manner.

If you are near traffic lanes, place the 36” safety cone in the following manner.

If traffic is approaching your parked vehicle from the left rear, the cone should be placed behind the rear drivers’ side of your vehicle. If you are in a special median opening, the cone should be placed on the approaching traffic side of your vehicle for the traffic lane that is the closest to your vehicle. An example of this is: You are in a special median opening and the front of your vehicle is 18’ from the travel lane and the rear of your vehicle is about 24’ from the travel lane, you should place the cone in front of your vehicle on the side facing the direction the approaching traffic approaching from. If it is about equal distance from the front or back of your vehicle to the travel lanes the cone should be placed towards the approaching traffic that would have the least visibility to see your parked vehicle, if visibility is equal then towards the highway volume of approaching traffic. 
